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Appreciation of the Current Situation in Indochine

25X1A
25X1X B -ote: he follouing was written in French T o 9 February 1947.)

The Viet Hinh (Viet Nem Doc Lap Long isinh Hoi) is an association of several
political parties which combined in 19,1-1942 and whose aim is to achieve inde-
pendence for Vie{ Hem and to free the people of Viet iam from the roke of French
fascist lmperiulists. :

Dburing the Japunese occupation, Viet iinh partisans succeeded in establishing
bases in the Thai-liguyen and Bac-Kan {mcuntainous region of Tonkin), to launch
guerrilla atbucks to harass the enemy. 1in other zones, their clancestine oress
suceseded in rousin; in the minds of the pecple, who were sufferin;: from starvation
and the cruelties of the Japunese, a fesling of comradeship and common strugglec
Groups of voung fighters were organized, The movement gradually spread.

The ain of the Viet Lkinh was in harmony with that of the Allies, and they
received with open arms the aid of Chinese und americans. They also sought the
friendship of the French ( the French of Tamolial who viere saved by the Viet L.inh
from the Japanese at the tine of thc events of 9 .aurch 1945), becsuse the "Free
French" were on the side of the Allises, and Vichy French colonislism, on its
knees before Japanese imperialism, no longer constituted a direct threut.

The dey of the General Insurrection coincided with the Unconditional Surrender
of the Japancse, anc the last days of august 1945 saw nearly all of Viet Nam under
the control of "Peoples' Committees" organized and guided by the Viet linh, A
provisional jovernment, under the presidoncy of lo Chi kinh, was formed, and
decluared Vietllam an independent nation on 9 September 1915,

he provisional government of the lemocecratic Republic of Viet lam, from the
first days of its power, found itself faced with thorny questions, both national
and international .

National Questions

Political: 1n order to install a democratic politicel rule, the jovernment
had Tirst to subolish the decayed old foudal system. 4 delegation sent to fue
(the ancient imperiaml capital) wus officially present at the abdicution of the
Emperor Deo Dail in favor of the new jovermment. At the same time, in 211 the
provinces the hierarchy of Mundarins was cissolved (sometimes the strugsle vas
bloody) in favor of the system of "FPsoples' Committees" (of villages, provinces,
anc bo.) kach elected committes has its president and vice-president; two commi-
ssars, one political and one militery, are attached to it. Somstimes the president
or vice-president and the commissare are members of the Viet i.inh. Iost often,
only the two commissars afe members. Thus the Peoples' Commititess function with
the aid of the Viet MNinh, lest the system be misundsrstood, and in order to avoid
slipping back into the decayed old system of the "Council of ilotubles." The people~
' formerly animels to be sacrificed, now citizens of a free nationesre beginning
to understanc and to take seriously the righte snd duties of citizens.

In step with these administrative measures, the Viet Minh organizes "National
Helfare Assoclations", of workers, technicians, psusunts, vomen, children, merchsnts.
These associutions, which include a larze part of the population, aid greatly in
mutual understanding between persons of similar social status. The result is not
only a meetinz of men, but also of public enbities through the adhesion of the
members. /Above all, the musses ere introduced to the idea of struggle, and the
specialization of the messes in this struggle. Thus the Peoples® Committees, and
the "liutionsl Lelfare Associstiom"™ have been the two fundementally revolutionary
measures initiated by the Viet winh., The people have accepted them, not as an
historical accident, but as the finish of the impobtent feudal eystem, and the
awakenin- of the strength and sense of duty of the messes.

The application of these two reasurses has been facilitated by the struggle
sgainst illiteracy (& struggle which was often resisted by the lrench and the old
wandarin regine), and by the development o the presse. Newspupers increased ten-
Told und, in cooperution with the lanoi radio, gZive full cormmenturies on the recent
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insurrection, the evils of the old re;ime, the prospscts of a bright future
which still requires sacrifices.

Eeonomic: The Japanese-inspiried influtiom, the flood of Chinese notes, and the
treacherous decree of the Banque de 1l'Indechine in repudiating the 500=piastre notes
cast a black shadow over the financial situation. Somehow or other, the publiec
treasury, although incurring large losses by the sbolition of taxes and duties,
gradually recovered, owing to the Lational «elfarc Aesoc1atiom and so-called "collec—
tion weeks."

Production had also been seriously affected. Twe million people died of
starvation; 60;; of the tillable lands of Tonkin were covered by floods; Cochinchina,
the cranary of the country, was attucked by the French. The countr: vas saved by
the appeal of Ho Chih [iinh %o the nulion Yo increase production to thelreatest
possible extent and to meke the most economical use of the aveilable land; and
also by the use of agricultural cocperatives.

International Relations

The disarmeament of the Japanese was accomplished (1) by the British, south of
the 16th perallel, (2) by the Chinese north of thet parallel.

The provisional government sought always to facilltate the task of the Allies,
although the British helped the French attuck in liam lo (Cochinchina), und the
Chinese brougltwith them a new element of internal trouble: the Vietnumese Kuomin-
tenz. It is noteworthy that the Vietnamese luomintang is only a degenerate out-
zrowth of the "Party of Noble" founded by iguven Thai ilee, who was executed at
the time of the Yen Bai Insurrection (1930«31)« Helped and partially equipped
by the Chinese militarists, this party ceased to play a oolitleal role after the
withdrawal of the Chinese troops:; inssmuch ss its adherents consist of disparate
elements, without & clear and coherent political doctrine or a definite program
of action and, though they have some forces under arms, they are usually without
any solid support in the progressive slements of the nusses. The jovernment
maintained a rather passive uttitude towards them, with the expectation that their
opposition would disintegrate of itself.

Ever since the end of Viorld War 1J, the French have shown o hostile attitude
towards the Vietnmaese. AL the vory besinning, in the wake of Dritish bayonets,
they opened un attack in Nam Bo (Cochinchine.)

Lhen the Japonese disarmament was completsd, ths French returned to replace
the British and Chinese. The events in Nam Ko taught them to be more prudent
and to use means which vere less direct, but relatively safer and less compromising.
On 6. Larch 196 they signed a preliminary agreement with the Vietnumese Government
with the aim of endin* hostilities and preparing the way for & treaty between the
two countries. (Without having the documents aveilable, it would be risky to go
into the details of this preliminary szreement. The same applies to the Dalut
Conference, and the Fontainebleau "modus vivendi."” Besides, it would bs idle to
attach too much importance to the politics of intrigue, which do not shed a clsar
lizht on the true policies of the Viet .linh masses.) By means of this preliminary
agreersnt, the French succeeded in landing a stron; army in Indochinese territory
(1ts numbers are Jreater thon those permitted in the agjreenent, namely 57,000.)
Although Francs recobnized the freedom of' Viet Nam within the Franch Union, the
French have attempted, by all sorts of indirect means, to revert to their old
colonial policy. The true cause of such & policy may perhaps be explained by the
sconomic crisis in France followin the disaster of Viorld War ¥1. Viet Nam would
be a fauctor for the restoration of more or less stability in the French sconomy..
That is a question which is important to France ags well as to Viet llam. Under-
standins would be difficult, but is it impossible? Vhich side should bear the
blame for the present oconflict? - Is it France, one of the Big Four, with her
stronrer army and her means of justifyinj herself somehow or other internationally
and before the UN, or iz it the younz republic of Viet Nam, lacking eny regular
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armed forces, suffering no less from the effects of world .ar 1T and, sbove all,
lacking: means to justif'y herself before the entire world which has been deceived
by the insidious propazenda of the French?

At any rate, a young and weak country, badly in need of neace in order te
consolidate its organization, could not possibly have wanted to run the risk of
ineiting the Haiphcng Incident (19 November 1946) and the Hanoi Incident (19 Decem~
ber 19)6). A free country cannot allow i1ts customs officers to bs fired upon.

A free people cannot allow the pelice in their capitul city to be under control of
persons who rnake furthor and further demands upon them. Peace was enswered wlth
war. France attecks; Viet Nam defends herssif.,

The var hus lasted more than two rionths. How much loncer will it last? Vhat
will be the outeoms ? 1t would be cifficult sand dangerous to attempt a positive
answer to these questions. DBut it is not entirely impossidle to olarify in some
measure the problem by examining the opposing forces.

At the osutbreak of hostillties, the strength of the IFrench Army (in Indochina)
was more than 80,000, At present, the number is more then 130,000. 1f reinforce-
ments continue to arrive, it will shortly reach 150,000. The French have armored
eruisers (of which the Richelieu is oneg, cruisers, Spitfires, Junkers, Dakotas,
tanks and trucks. They are therefore well equipped. They have a great general,
General Leclerc, the hero of the liberation of Paris. They have captured Saigon
an¢ Haiphong. At Hanoi, although they are in possession of the airport of Gia Lam
end are layin; siege to the stillerssisting Sino-Annamite quarter, $hey have not
yat cleared the outlying districts, and the junoction between lanoi and Hephong is
not ret rade. Kam Tinh (80 kilometers south of Hunoi), even with the arrival of
parachutists, remains still in a state of siege. The sane is true of Hue. During
the very first hours of hostilities, the French gaurrisons ut Vinh, Thanh«iloa, and
Phu~han ;=Thuony, laid down their arms. Thus the French successes to date have not
been very brilliant, unless one counts the exploits of the Spitfires, which machine~
sun the eivilian populution anc somelines bomb even the concentration camps of
French soldiers, one of whom was Szt. leclerc, son of the famous seneral. Some of
of the Germens in the French Foreipn Legion are deserting and joining the Viet-
nemese forces. This war is only a war of altrition for the Frenchi and unless they
succeed in bringing in sn srmy of 500,000 men (an estirute made by a captain in the
Foreisn Legion), success will remuin uncertain. In compensation, to date there
have been no meterial profits.

On the Vietnamese side, it is estinuted thut they have more than 100,000 (armed
men) in the north, and more tiun 50,000 in the south. But they are not recular
troops, truined for pitched battle. The principal centers are defended in purt by
"fu Ve" (lLiefense Volunteers), assisted by Uovernment troops. In jeneral, they use
guerrilla rethods, with the valuuble experience uined in the unti-Japunese struz:le,
in 2 land of mountain and jungle, and the strate;y of "scorched sarth™ in the plains,
They have @ consicerable number. of light uwutonutic veapous and the guerrillas replen-
ish their supplies of arms by capturing weapons from their enemies.

Basically, the chief weapon of the Vietnamese Government is ihe nolitieal
stability of the people. The war is no lonzer one solely between two armies, for
the rule of the new democracy has inculecsted into the minds of the people tho hopes
of freedom, the consciousness of collective responsibility, and the objeet which is
being defended. 1t is this thut explains the fanaticism of the Tu Ve of Hanoi, and
the impossibliity of treachery or disorder in the Home Front. The corner-stone is
the discipline of the Feoples’ Copmittevs. Under the old re;ime, when a lLandarin
gave himself up to the enemy, his province wus totally lost. Timss have changed.

A puppet povoroment set up by the French in order to divide the Vietnemese would have
little success. Among the most ardent patriots, colleclive responsibility and love
of the object whish is being defended; amony lukewarm Annamites, distrust of French
treatment und fear of reprisals for having worked in the Peoples® Committees or for
having teken part in anti-French demonsirations: these considerations will push the
people to an all~out strugple. The spirit of struggle and saerifice is decidedly
great and lofty.
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Internationally, the world is becomin; more and more interested in the

Vietnomese conflict. If it continues, the repercussions will be greut in Silam,
Burma, India and Indonesiam. Besides, despite French propacanda, the world is
be- innin: to believe that the Viet iiinh, although organized by certain former
cormunists, are not following @ Red policy. A "Peoples' Committee" is not an
eract copy of e "soviet"; and universal suffraze (in Vietnam) contains no anti-
democratic features. The Viet Linh are not nationalizing all the sreat estates
and great factories. They never speak of the "Dictatorship of the Proletariat’;
#nd have even organized "iational lielfure jsssooiutions™ of bankers, in collabor-
ation with the jovermment. They do not sut into effect the ogual distribution cf
land, nor do they adopt measures of a;rarian reform similar to Lthose of the Chinese
Communists. 1In order to understund the situation clearly, it is necessary to
follow the bitter struzgle of the Viet linh ugainst the Corrunists of the lth
International (Trotskyists). The lutter alvays demand the applicution of these
two fundenenial neesures of Communism, und the dictutorship of the proletariat
marching in step with the peasantry. The execution of their leader, Tu Thu Thau,
and the imprisonment of the remainder, aad some ropercussions which vere quickly
suppressed. The lndochinese Communist Party itself « one of the constituent parties
of the Viet linh - wus dissolved ("dissolved itself") in Ootober 1945, sinos the
Viet Linh, far from wantin; to make & sudden leap to Socialism, foresew first a
revolution which will be bourgeois, democratic, and anti-feudal. They are trying
10 create a democratic bourgeolsis, leaviny private property intast. Fresident
Ho Chi ilinh -himself, in his several speeches, has often referred to the texts of the
declaration of rights of men, in the time of the French and American Revolutions.

fire the Viet Ilinh therefore Communists, as Admiral d'Arcenlieu recently declared?
Aare they Cormunists simply because they are unlike the Vietnamese Kuomintang, which
blindly hates the French more than anyone else? are they Communists simply because
they fousht the Trotsiyist Communists who demand (world) Proletariun Revolution now
thut the bourseois revolution has started? Are they Communists simply because they
have had the symputhy of such ren as U Ba Luw, Lehru, and Chundra Bose? Or are they
Communists simply becauss, while Duclos, Thorez, and Cachin adopt en attitude of
reserve in expectation of a coup d'etat (in France) which is not entirely impossible,

France ltself is less comministic than Viet Nam?

In striking the balance-sheet of the oppesing forces, it is clear that if the
French are thee&tronzer nuterially, the Vietnamese ure the stronzer morally. 1In
case the war is prolonjed, and supposing that the French cupture all the ;reat
centers, vill order be restorad? .ith the strategy of "ceuseless struzgle”, the
Viet ilinh will continue to stir up riots and guerilla operations and it is doubtful
if the extremlste will not then juin the upper hand in the kesistance lL.ovement »
¥that might not then be the likelihood of a violent revolutionary rioverent, more or
less Trotskyist, not only in Viet Usm, but also in Siam, Burms, India and Tndonesia?
Such a movement mizht cause a chunge in the strat- ¥y of the Chinese and Russian
keds, vho ure no lonzer at present advocating world revolution.

Although the war 1s still razing, it would not be surprising if hostilities
were to cense in a few months: France has had her wur of ettrition without any
material profits so far. 4s the world becomes more and more interested in the
Vietnamess question, Frunce will have to Justify herself before her people who have
seen their youn; sons decimated in the lsst disaster and now still rore befors the
fortheoming (izrch 1947) Conference of Foreign fLinisters at i.oscow, for not having

been able to use more praceful means.

If France under any circumstences should ask to negotiute, Vietnam would wel-
come 1t with open arms, on the sole condition of independence, according to President
Ho Chi llinh's declarationg., Vietnam needs peace in crder to get organized more
solidly. She 1s sacrificing herself only for her independence, %“hen the principal
objective is attained, she is ready to riake some small concessions for peace. Will

it come?
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